
 

Marking Making Lesson Plan 

 

 

Objective: The mark-making workshop is a group experience in multi-media 
drawing on a relatively large scale. There is an individual as well as a 
collaborative aspect to the experience. Participants will initially be presented with 
a brief historical overview of mark-making through the history of art, using the 
VTS or Freedman print collection, with an emphasis on its place in contemporary 
approaches to drawing. The media will be all types of drawing implements from 
colored pencils to China markers.  

Each workshop participant will be given guidance in the creation of a drawing 
which explores possibilities in the use of marks, based on a mark-making 
alphabet.  Each individual drawing will then become part of large scale group 
project which can be re configured over and over again to make new meanings.  
For example, the drawings can be installed in a row or circle or even in a pile. 
This can be done on the floor or just using tape on the wall.  A primary objective 
of the workshop is to increase each participants understanding of possibilities in 
drawing with an emphasis on mark-making as a process which can be engaged 
for purposes of expression and communication. The collaboration is a way of 
separating from the art work and letting it take on new meaning.  

 

Time: 1-2 hours 

 

Location: gallery or drawing studio or outside 

 

Key themes/vocabulary: To discover what a mark can be: fast/slow, 
heavy/light, long/short, loud/quiet, lyrical/staccato, and to factor in composition, 
balance, depth and perspective as the drawings are arranged in a final 
collaborative effort. 

 



 

 

 

 

Materials: 

Drawing paper 

Pencils 

Pens  

 

China markers 

Charcoal 

Colored pencils 

crayons 

  

Visuals:  

VTS prints(or other of your choice from collection)  or David Hockney is a good 
choice 

Hand-outs on Sol Lewit (http://www.massmoca.org/lewitt/grid.php) (time lapse 
also available to watch) 

Copies of mark-making alphabet to practice with 

 


